The Book of Acts 17

Acts 17:1
*After entering Europe the missionary team of Paul, Silas, and Timothy continued to plant churches. They left Luke to head up the Philippian Baptist Church and traveled south going through Amphipolis and Apollonia and eventually reaching the capital of Macedonia, the city of Thessalonica, ninety miles south of Philippi. The Jews had a synagogue in this Greek city.  The city had a providential advantage as he stated later about the church, “For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing” (I Thes. 1:8).
Acts 17:2-3
*Being a Jew, Paul typically went to the synagogue first and for three Sabbaths preached his “word of exhortation” (Acts 13:15; Heb. 13:22), preaching Jesus from the Tanak! (Who was Melchisedec?).
*He “reasoned” (the imperfect “dialogued”) with the Jews, “opening” (interpreting) and “alleging” (“putting along side of”) prophecy and fulfillment about Jesus that He was of the Tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2), in the royal line of David (Isa. 11:1), was virgin born (Isa. 7:14) at the predicted time (Dan. 9:24-27), empowered to fulfill the mission of the Servant (Isa. 61:1-2), was the Melchisedecian High Priest (Ps. 110:4), and predicted to die and rise again at Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22:1 ff.).  Jesus of Nazareth was their Messiah!  Paul left one danger and knew that the next challenge would be just as dangerous. He said later, “For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:   But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention.  For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile” (I Thes. 2:1-3).
Acts 17:4
*The risk of danger also gives privilege of spiritual blessing. Luke revealed that some believed and “consorted” (joined) with Paul and Silas as they established the Thessalonian Baptist Church (see I Thes. 1:1), which included Jews, many god-fearing Greeks, and many chief Greek women. The Greeks repented and believed, having turned from idols to serve the true God (I Thes. 1:5-6; 9-10). The apostle recognized the urgency to organize the church immediately because of the volatile setting.  
Acts 17:5-6
*Not all of the Jews believed, but some with envy (because Jews and unclean Gentiles believed in their synagogue!). Paul wanted to provoke with jealousy (Rom. 11:14). Energized by Satan, the Jews “lewd fellows” (pornos) and gathered a company and set the city in an uproar.  Apparently, the Baptist church met in the home of the Greek convert Jason (“healer”) and the Jews sought the new converts!
*Pastor Paul recognized the danger and moved the assembly of Baptists from the “house church” to a different location! He learned to preach and hide (Acts 9:23-25)!  Apparently, the Jews captured Jason and several church members.  The Thessalonian Baptist Church members began to grow strong immediately in the faith as Paul averred, saying, “So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure” (II Thes. 1:4).  
*The wicked Jews nevertheless testified truthfully, saying, “These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also.”  The Lord’s only institution, the Baptist assembly, has the divine authority and power to change pagan society. After all, the Lord Jesus said, “I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18).  Hell has no defense against church truth of the Gospel! 
Acts 17:7
*The radical Jews initiated the uproar and went to the governmental authorities, always threatening violence and chaos (cf. Acts 21:30-34).  Paul and Silas knew to preach and hide (Acts 9:23-25).  The Jews condemned Jason and charged him and the assembly with sedition.  Supposedly, the assembly was attempting to undermine the Roman government and especially the Emperor Caesar.   The charge was against the apostles and only obliquely against Jason. He was in civil and legal jeopardy for aiding “political revolutionists.” 
Acts 17:8-9
*The alarm of sedition spread through the city just as the Jews had hoped. The rulers had to quell the upheaval against the Roman Empire. The Jews pitted King Jesus against King Caesar, again. “But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar” (Jn. 19:15).  
	*The rulers did not know how to deal with Jason other than to require him to post a financial bond (“security”) insuring that the “troublesome” Jews (Paul and Silas) would not return. This payment of “security” allowed the Baptist assembly to continue and to grow, although they knew that afflictions would challenge the members (I Thes. 3:1-6). Paul wanted to visit the assembly “once and again; but Satan hindered us” (I Thes. 2:17-18). 
Acts 17:10-12
	*Paul, who was at one time the fierce henchman for the Sanhedrin (Acts 7:58), was now on the receiving end of the murderous Jewish henchmen. Paul had received in his Christian life what Saul had done to the Christians: persecution, stoning, imprisonment, loss of everything, and finally a brutal death! 
	*In church planting urgency was the watchword. Having established the Thessalonian Baptist Church in three weeks, the new church brethren sent the duo away by night to Berea. In great boldness, they went to another Jewish synagogue. No doubt, he could say everywhere he went as he did at Corinth: “And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling” (I Cor. 2:3). 
	*The Lord knew the Bereans were ready for the Gospel and Paul needed encouragement! Luke said they were more “noble” (eugenes) than those in Thessalonica because of their attitude toward the Tanak.  
	*They “received” (dechomai [59x]) the word with readiness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily. They became part of the “Received Bible” movement (Jn. 17:8; Acts 2:41; 8:14; 11:1; I Thes. 2:13)! 
	*No doubt they followed the pattern of Nehemiah and Ezra: “So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading” (Neh. 8:8). They understood Context, Interpretation, and Application.  The Lord implored the Jews, saying, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” (Jn. 5:39). 
	*As Paul gave his “word of exhortation” (Acts 13:15; Heb. 13:22), the Jews compared the prophecies with the fulfillments and believed the Gospel of Christ. The Jews, along with Greek honourable women and many men believed. Obviously, the Berean Baptist Church began following repentance, faith, and baptism.  In Europe, the church planters started the Philippian, the Thessalonian, and now the Berean Baptist Church. Biblical church planting was both simple and difficult! Who wants the challenge?
Acts 17:13-14
	*Fifty miles south of Thessalonica, the Jews traveled to cause a stir among the people of Berea. Recognizing the potential of danger for Paul, the church sent Paul to sea, but Silas and Timothy stayed.
Acts 17:15
*The Christian escort did not go 30 miles east via the Aegean Sea as they feigned to do, but went directly southwest through Thessaly to a strategic city in Achaia, Athens—“great” city of the Greek philosophers Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle (5-4th centuries BC). The city was centered around human reason (“For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom” [I Cor. 1:22]). 
*The “truth” for Jews was empiricism (“evidence”) and for Greeks rationalism (“the uncaused cause”). Christians are fideistic (faith oriented, not signs oriented, nor rationally oriented). We don’t become Christians by visions, nor by logic (the blood of the Cross is logical!?), but by faith (fideism)!
*Paul commanded that Silas and Timothy come will all speed and they consented. They came but had to leave: Silas to Berea and Timothy to Thessalonica (I Thes. 3:12), regrouping at Corinth (Acts 18:5).
Acts 17:16
*As Paul waited for his colleagues at Athens (“uncertainty”), his spirit “was stirred” (paroxuno > sharp pain), seeing the city of uncertainty was wholly given to “idolatry” (full of idols).  Demonic oppression permeated the city since it was the Greek epicenter of the influential teaching and practice of the “Lies of the Garden,” namely the “deathlessness and deification of man” (Gen. 3:4-5) or Gnosticism (secret knowledge). Since Satan as spirit is genderless, he promotes “non-binary, no or multiple genders, or fluid identity.” With divine permission he produced the “race of giants” between demons and women.
	*Behind the sophisticated Greek intellectualism and culture was idolatry, and behind idols are demons (I Cor. 10:19-20).  Socrates consulted with his spirit guide or eudaemon (“good demon”). Athens was the embodiment of the Greek Pantheon of gods or the Twelve Olympians (living on Mt. Olympus). One poet of Paul’s time said in jest “it was easier to find a god than a man in Athens” (Petronius)!  
Acts 17:17
	*The Greeks allowed the Jews to have a synagogue in Athens, probably because the Jews were inclined toward “fables and endless genealogies” (I Tim. 1:4; Tit. 3:9) of endless genealogies in the pleroma. When Paul preached his “word of exhortation,” he no doubt dealt with the extensive discussion on the superiority of God’s Son over angels (Heb.1:4-14), dealing with Jews and “devout persons [Greeks, v. 4]” After his Saturday ministry he preached in the market place (agora) Sunday through Friday! 	
Acts 17:18
*Paul knew that Gnosticism came from the Tanak and the extension of it was in Greek Philosophy. He warned the Colossian Baptist Church, saying, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.   For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power” (Col. 2:8-10). Paul attracted two groups of philosophers (“lovers of wisdom”), namely Epicureans whose goal was “enjoy self” going up the pleroma and the Stoicks whose goal was “deny self” going up the pleroma to avoid further reincarnations and to return to spirit god-hood. They believed they were deity locked in worthless flesh and through numerous reincarnations would become angel-like ready for next advance to divine oneness. They believed “flesh is evil” including marital flesh and meat flesh (I Tim. 4:1-5)!  Paul’s answer: “God was manifest in the flesh” (I Tim. 3:16).   
*They mocked Paul, calling him a “babbler” (“a seed gather [like a bird]”), who sets forth “strange gods” (zenon daimonion), namely “Jesus” and “resurrection” (anastasis), two more deities in the pleroma! The Gnostics rejected the doctrine of the resurrection of “evil flesh”! Hence: cremation!
Acts 17:19
*Apparently the philosophers could not understand or counter Paul, so they took him to a hill dedicated to Areios (Areopagus) or “Mars Hill” (Ares or Mars was the god of war [v. 22]), which was both a place and an institution of the Greek court. No accusations had been leveled at Paul, but they wanted further details about his deities, Jesus and Anastasis.
Acts 17:20
	*Curious but not threatened, the council needed more details about this non-Platonic philosophy which posited men as sinners and not as deities locked in bodies. To them, the ineffable “world-soul” (“over-soul”) required many trips of reincarnation up the pleroma, based on secret knowledge from demigods and the shedding of evil flesh.  To learn that man is a sinner damned for hell unless he repents and receives the salvic work of the divine God-Man was indeed “strange” (xenizo [10x]). 
	*Paul did not debate (since debating is not biblical) the august audience, but expounded biblical truth: “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine” (II Tim. 4:2).  The philosophers ridiculed Paul but not the elders of the council who wanted to “know” (ginosko) since they were in Athens, the place of “uncertainty.” Knowledge of God is found only in Christ: “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3).
Acts 17:21
	*Luke’s parenthetical statement came from his gentilic knowledge about Athens, south of Philippi!
	*He knew that in the “university city” that academia spawned the pursuit of knowledge. Teachers/students of philosophy gloried in the knowledge of facts, perspectives, and interpretations, and then derived sterile theories about aesthetics, biology, economics, ethics, geology, linguistics, logic, metaphysics, meteorology, music, physics, poetry, politics, psychology, and zoology!  
	*Plato had established his Academy of Athens and encouraged the young philosophers to theorize without any real life experience and without any accountability for failure of speculative theories! *Apparently financed somehow, the students spent their time in enigmatic stupidity: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov. 1:7).     
Acts 17:22
	*At the council in Mars Hill Paul preached the Gospel in the midst of the audience.  He addressed them directly and immediately rebuked them.  Elsewhere, he said, “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (I Cor. 2:4).  He charged them with being “too superstitious” (deisidaimon [literally “excessive fear of demons”). All pagan religions have the fear of displeasing demons and employ various practices to appease demons or demigods over them.  Supposed compliance to the demons in the pleroma helps the devotee to advance up the pleroma (e.g., horseshoe over entrance protects family; Triskaidekaphobia, [fear of 13], walking under ladders). Critics argue that Paul complimented the Athenians on the religiosity! Bunk!    
Acts 17:23
	*There is no true atheism in human history (Ps. 14:4). For the Gentiles, they rationalized the “uncaused cause.”  Their altar was TO THE UNKNOWN (agnostos) GOD whom they worshipped “ignorantly” (agnoeo) in the city of uncertainty!  Somehow, some spirits of the divine essence fell and became housed in fleshly bodies which forced the spirits through innumerable reincarnations to advance by the works of secret knowledge required by fearful demons to progress up the pleroma (Jesus = gnostic)!
4

